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‘Universal’ human rights declarations aim at counteracting the injudicious effects 
of market forces, but language policy and language rights are weakly 
represented in them. There are measures to ensure linguistic justice in some EU 
functions and in policies in some member states. Whether the increasing 
dominance of English represents a threat to other languages or not needs 
empirical investigation in specific contexts. The learning and use of English is 
being promoted so energetically worldwide that it is essential to assess whether 
it serves as a panacea (strengthening multilingualism) or as a pandemic 
(marginalising other languages). The five Nordic countries (Scandinavia and 
Finland) have policies aiming to ensure a healthy balance between English and 
national languages, and recommend policies to achieve ‘parallel competence’ in 
higher education. This goal needs to be integrated into policies for ensuring 
linguistic justice for speakers of all languages. 
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Robert Phillipson is Research Professor at Copenhagen Business School's 
Department of English. He is a world reknown scholar in the area of linguistic 
imperialism, and perhaps his best known works are Linguistic Imperialism 
(1992, Oxford University Press) in which he argues argues that Western 
countries have used English as a tool of imperialism to dominate colonies and 
former colonies,  and English-Only Europe?: Challenging Language Policy in which 
he explores the role of languages in the process of European integration. 
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