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With surveys in the US showing the majority of people under 30 years old favoring 
socialism over capitalism, the recent global stock market upheavals once again, and 
xenophobic and demagogic nationalism on the rise, instead of focusing on individual political 
leaders, is it time instead to seriously ask the question, is a world without capitalism possible? 
Are there glimpses of this future already in our present everyday lives, discourses, 
imaginaries, and practices? I address these questions and provide examples of practices in 
both hindering and enabling co-constructions of a world possible beyond capitalism. 

This presentation builds upon the work begun in my 2017 book, The Discourse of 
Capitalism: Everyday Economists and the Production of Common Sense. It is a continuation 
of my research on the social semiotics of capitalism in their myriad discursive and material 
forms, and why they matter. In my ethnographic explorations that take a paradigmatic view 
of capitalism as “an uncentered aggregate of practices...scattered over a landscape” instead of 
a “systemic unity” (Gibson-Graham, 1996), I examine the ways in which identities, 
discourses, and topographies of both capitalist and anti-capitalist imaginaries and realities are 
co-constructed, enacted, visualized, and embodied in the everyday practices of people in their 
manifestations in space, time, and urban domains.  
 
 
Christian Chun is an Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics in the College of Liberal 
Arts at the University of Massachusetts in Boston. His current research addresses the 
discourses of capitalism in various sites such as the English for Academic Purposes (EAP) 
classroom, and public and social media. Drawing upon his extensive teaching experiences 
spanning over twenty-five years in the United States, Canada, Australia, and Hong Kong, he 
has researched and practiced critical pedagogy approaches to English language education. 
He is the author of two books, Power and Meaning Making in an EAP Classroom, published 
by Multilingual Matters in 2015, and The Discourses of Capitalism: Everyday Economists 
and the Production of Common Sense, published by Routledge in 2017. He is currently 
working on his next book. 


