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Internationalization and English in the twenty-first century are inextricably intertwined, as 
universities turn to Englishization in order to internationalize (Kirkpatrick, 2011). A side effect 
of internationalization is the rapid emergence of English medium instruction (EMI) in higher 
education around the world, defined as ‘the use of the English language to teach academic 
subjects (other than English itself) in countries or jurisdictions where the first language (L1) 
of the majority of the population is not English’ (Macaro, 2018, p. 19). Wilkinson (2013, p. 3) 
notes that EMI programs have become ‘commonplace in many institutes of higher 
education’, and East Asia is noted to be an area of recent significant growth (see Galloway 
et al., 2017). This talk explores the language-related implications associated with policy and 
practice in EMI, with a focus on empirical research in the context of Japan. It first takes a 
macro-level policy perspective to explore the English-language implications of recent trends 
in HE (see Rose & McKinley, 2018). This is then followed by a micro-level practice 
perspective exploring the relationships between proficiency, language-related challenges, 
motivation, and content learning outcomes, which are drawn from questionnaire, interviews, 
proficiency test, and content score datasets in two EMI contexts in Japan. The studies reveal 
significant gaps between EMI policy as stated in national and institutional level documents, 
compared to how these policies manifest into actual practice in EMI classrooms.	
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